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understand many things on the Continent we must
put ourselves, as it were, outside of English life, and
even, if possible,, of English ideas. "We must learn to
see things as they are in themselves, avoiding the
common mistake of confounding similarity with iden-
tity* The development of ideas in different countries
has the same variety as the developments of history.
Even in the same country phases of thought belonging
to different eras must not always be regarded as iden-
tical. Every river has its own channel, and every bird
its own course through the air.

The Old Catholic movement is a reformation. It
has many things in common with the Eeformation of
the sixteenth century. But there are also many things
in which it differs. It was impossible that it could be
the same after three hundred years of world progress.
Since that time the whole realm of nature has been
explored. We have measured the stars, and weighed
the mountains, and for nearly these three hundred
years the earth has been going round the sun instead
of the sun going round the earth. Many religious
persons in England will be disappointed that the Old
Catholics do not appeal to the Bible, and the Bible
alone, and many more will wonder at the prominence
given to reason and science. All parties in England
will be disappointed till they have learned to look
upon the Old Catholic movement as it is in itself, aad
to follow it in its own natural course of development.

By reading the Bible Luther saw the errors of the
Church of Kome. But the Bible is only one of the ele-
ments that have given life to the present movement.
To trace its entire history it would be necessary to go